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Operator: Ladies and gentlemen thank you for standing by and welcome to the ICF
International National Responsible Fatherhood Clearinghouse Technical Assistance

webinar. During the presentation all participants will be on a listen only mode.

If at anytime during the conference you need to reach an operator please press star
zero. As a reminder this conference is being recorded Tuesday, September 22, 2009.
| would now like to turn the conference over to Mr. Nigel Vann, Director of Training

and Technical Assistance. Please go ahead sir.

Nigel Vann: Thank you very much and good afternoon/good morning to everybody. So our topic
today as you see on the screen is helping father's address step-family and multiple

partner fertility issues. So we will get moving with this in just a few minutes.

There are just a couple of announcements that | want to make first. | also wanted to
say how good it was to see folk at the OFA Conference in August. It was very nice to
meet people again and meet a few new faces. And it was really good to just sort of

see everybody connecting with each other.

I think well I hope anyway that you all went back renewed from that. | certainly always

feel the energy and the passion off the walls when we get together like that so
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looking forward to the next time we get to do that. So Matt can you just put the next

screen up?

Thanks yes | just wanted to make sure everybody’s aware that there are a couple of
special webinars coming up. The Healthy Marriage grantees and | know we have a
few of you on the line did receive this announcement and tomorrow - | mean I'm sorry

on Thursday as you see on the screen at 12:30 Eastern Time.

There will be a special webinar on preparing for performance measurement reporting.
Now the fatherhood grantees you have not received this information yet. There’'s
been a problem with the email distribution system but you will get it before the end of

the day today.

But as you see on the screen there is going to be this special webinar for everybody
on Monday, September 28 that's the Fatherhood grantees at 2:00 Eastern Time. And
the purpose for this webinar just briefly is because as | think most of you know now
starting in October you are going to begin reporting new performance measurement

data.

So these webinars are just designed to provide a refresher on how to use the online
data collection tool to report data and what resources are available to us to assist you
during this process. So the healthy managed people should have received the email

with that information and the fatherhood people will get it by the end of the day.

Any questions about that for the healthy marriage people you can send an email to
the info at healthymarriageinfo.org address as you see on the screen and the
fatherhood grantees to info@fatherhood.gov. And Patrick Patterson will be facilitating
healthy marriage webinar on Thursday and | will be with you again on Monday to help

facilitate the Ffatherhood one.

So with that let me pass it to Matt just to remind you how this works if you have a

guestion and then I'll say a few introductory remarks and introduce our first presenter.

Matt Crews: All right thanks Nigel. | just wanted to tell everyone how you can ask questions. As

everyone’s going to be able to listen we have the listen only lines so you won't be

1 (877)4DAD411 Page 2 of 48 www.fatherhood.gov



NRFC Technical Assistance Webinar
Helping Fathers Address Stepfamily and Multiple Partner Fertility Issues

|
able to chime in very vocally. You will be able to ask questions at any point during

any part of the presentation.

And so all you do is there’s a box here at the bottom and if you write your question
and then hit the ask button directly to the right of it you'll be able to ask the question.
And we’ll send you a response back to let you know that we've gotten your question.

It's been submitted to Nigel and presented.

And at the end of both presentations we’re going to go to the questions and try to
answer as many as we can. For those of you who may be looking at the screen and it

looks a little bit more like this the questions will be here at the bottom.

Again you should be able to ask at any point throughout the webinar. Also finally if
you have the first screen and you'd like to make the presentation slides larger you

can hit the F5 button and that'll take the presentation to full screen.

And in hitting the F5 button a second time it will take it back down smaller to ask a
guestion. So again ask questions we'll be collecting those throughout the

presentation and answering them at the end. And now back to Nigel.

Nigel Vann: And thank you very much Matt and again we do encourage you to ask questions.
You know, there will be a 15 minutes or so at the end of the webinar for the
presenters to talk in more detail about issues so please do send questions in as they

occur to you.

And | did want to apologize | know that you did not get the slides for today’s
presentation until the last minute that was part of the technical difficulties that had
resulted in you not yet getting the fatherhood announcement for the performance

measurement training.

But | hope everybody’s got those slides now in case you - well you certainly have
them online later to go back to. So again our topic today is helping fathers address
step-family and multiple partner fertility issues. | thought before we get going | would

just briefly define multiple partner fertility.
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| think we're all pretty familiar with the issue now. | first heard this term | guess back
in the late ‘90s. | think Ron Mincy was the first researcher | heard using it but it is
fairly common now and it’s certainly reflects the life of a lot of the participants that

you're working with out there.

| was looking at an article 2006 article by Frank Furstenberg who's been done a lot of
work in this part and going back to the ‘70s and ‘80s and he wrote an article in 2006
with (Marsha Carlson) and just offered a few points that | think are worth going over

here.

Pointing it out mainly, you know, that the recent trends in marriage and fertility have
seen an increase in the number of adults having children by more than one partner,
multiple partner fertility. Unmarried parents are much more likely to have had a child

by a previous partner than married parents.

Race ethnicity is strongly associated with multi partner fertility as is mother’s young
age at first birth and father’s history of incarceration. Any of those situations, you
know, you're more likely to be having partners with children with more than one

partner.

And to the extent that child rearing across households i.e. if you're trying to raise
children in more than one household this is going to really - the parental resources
available to each child so therefore there are important consequences for children’s

well being.

And that's really the point that | wanted to emphasize here before we get moving to
just take this time to remind ourselves if we ever forget it that the work that we're all

engaged in is about the children and so today’s topic | think is really relevant here.

Too many children today as we know are growing up with a changing cast of adult
characters in their lives and how their lives will unfold as they grow up are going to be
shaped to a large extent by the awareness and parenting skills of those adults which

is why the work that you all do is so important.
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But the adults in children’s lives aren’t aware of the impact that they have on those
children that they don’t always have regular contact with their biological children if
they aren't fully clear of their role as a step-parent or step-parent figure to their

partner’s biological children on and on and on.

In those kinds of situations children are going to suffer so the work that you do helps
increase the awareness of both biological and non-biological parents, step-parents
and helps them build their skill sets so that outcomes can improve for the children in

their care.

And, you know, you don’t need me to remind you of this but our presenters today are
going to zero in on some of these key issues and give you some new insights into

how you can help parents increase this awareness and increase their skills.

Just wanted to point out a few more facts which you will be hearing more from the
participants but recent publication by Professor (Andrew Cherwin) he pointed out that
nearly half of children in the U.S. will experience a new partner moving into the

household before they’re 18.

Eight percent of children in this country by age 15 have seen their mothers live with 3
or more different men. Another article by Frank Furstenberg and (Karen Gouzo) was
in demography. And | think also the Journal of Marriage and Family recently nearly
8% of American men age 15 to 44 report having had children with more than one

partner.

And again the sharp difference by age, race ethnicity, and income over one third of
poor African American men between the ages of 35 and 44 report having had
children with 2 r more mothers. Sixteen percent with three or more mothers and
fathers with multiple partners do appear to be more disadvantaged than fathers with

two or more children by the same partner.

And, you know, | can go on and on and on with that and we will hear more about that
from the presenters. But | did just want to put out some of that as we get going here
just to remind us of the fact that - the reason we’re focusing in on this to try and

lessen the impact on - lesson the negative impact on children.
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So with that let me move to introduce our first presenter who is Dr. Kay Pasley who is
the Professor and Chair with the Department of Family and Child Sciences at the

Florida State University and we’re continuing our trend of having presenter photos.

So you can see Dr. Pasley here on your screen. And we're certainly very privileged to
have Dr. Pasley joining us today. As | was talking to her last week | realized and she
actually said this that she can be viewed as the grandmother of research in this area

of step-founding.

She was a mentor to Dr. Francesca Adler-Baeder who many of you know certainly on
the healthy marriage side I'm sure. Francesca’s done some very impressive work in
the areas of healthy marriage and step-families at Auburn University and also have

one of the healthy marriage grants.

And in her turn Francesca has mentored Brian Higginbotham who is now a Professor
at Utah State University and for those of you who joined the June webinar on step

families on healthy marriage webinar Brian was our presenter on that.

So Kay has had a direct influence on Francesca and Brian in continuing this work.
Beyond that, you know, as it says in her bio she’s been involved in the study of
remarriage and step families since 1977. She’s written extensively in this area also in

free books and numerous articles.

She serves as the Chair of the Research Committee and member of the Board of
Directors of the Step Family Association of America. And so again we're greatly
privileged to have Dr. Pasley with us and let me pass it over to get some of her

expertise.
Kay Pasley: Thank you Nigel and it's delightful to join all of the participants on this webinar.
Please move to the next slide. These are the topics that I'm going to cover in a fairly

brief forum because we don't have all of that much time together.

But I'm also available after the fact if you have additional questions but I'm going to

try to define what I'm talking about when | talk about a step family I'll look at the
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incidence of the prevalent, talk about what the literature shows in terms of some of
the common issues, what we know more specifically about step fathering, and what
affects it.

And then I'm going to try to make the link to some practice recommendations for us.
The next slide please. There we go. When we talk about a step family I'm going to
define it fairly broadly. It's a couple whether they’re married or not in which one of the

adults has a child or children from a prior union.

And so again they could come to that relationship either having had marital
experience in their past or not having marital experience in their past. Typically the
majority of our step families are come from divorce. They come from divorce into

remarriage.

The minority are the ones that come from widowhood and a growing group is this
unmarried group that would be part of that multi partner fertility that Nigel talked
about. A couple of things | want to address here very quickly is that when we look at
census data it only counts where the child resides at the point at which the census

data is collected.

And children are defined as those 18 years and younger. And so | want you to know
that most of the research is on step-father families after the process of divorce
although there’s an increasing literature sense about 2000 about these non marital

step-families those that come to us through co-habitation.

Next slide okay. These are some of the estimates. Everybody always wants to know
well what's the percentage of first marriages that end in divorce and how many of
those will remarry and how many of those will redivorce that kind of information.

So | offer that to you here. One of the things | want to say here is that those of us
who study this phenomena are not really overly concerned with the difference in
divorce after first marriage and divorce after second marriage. When we talk about

the complexities of step-families that isn't a statistical significant difference.
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It occurs more frequently but again when you understand how complicated step-
families are | always say gee | think that's the good news. When we talk about this
idea of our best estimates most of the literature from the Census Bureau and other
reports suggests that we look at kids who grow up in two parent families regardless

of their structure and kids who only grow up in one parent families.

So these data are of those that are living with two parents about 10% of them are in
some kind of a step-family format. Of those who live with one parent a whole portion
of them are also having what we call a social parent or a person in the step-parent

role.

Again we’re only referring to families where the kids are under 18. Now what this
means however is that all of our estimates under counts step-families. So it doesn’t
recognize if the child is living with the single parent but only this is the other parent

and that parent is remarried or has a partner. So those are all ignored here.

It also doesn't recognize step-families where the children are over 18 years of age
even if they reside with the family and it doesn’t recognize those children that are in
gay or leshian step-families. So we really - even our best estimates under estimates

the number of step-families. Next slide.

If you look at the breath of research and there are literally now thousands of research
articles on the topic the common issues or stress points seem to coagulate under
these five topics. And I'm going to talk just briefly about what these are and what

we're talking about here.

When we talk about merging family histories what we’re really talking about is that
the couple is the unit with the least history when they come to a new marriage or this
new step-family situation so they’re the ones that lack the history. So there is no

common history but there are two separate histories that are part of this.

So their task is to build habits and rituals and rules and routines through experience
together that create a family history. And that is a stressful situation. | often talk about
this by equating that becoming a step-family through marriage or co-habitation is

similar to moving to a foreign country.
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In a new family environment the meaning of the language is different, the food is
different, the customs around money may be different and the behavioral
expectations are often different. New members may break the rules of make other

unintentional mistakes because they don’t know what living in this new country is like.

It's realistic to expect that adjusting to life in a foreign country requires time to acquire
the language, to learn the customs of the new culture similarly adjusting to a new
family environment takes time yet overwhelmingly the literatures shows that

individuals come to step-families with too unrealistic expectations.

One that an instant adjustment and that of instant love and those are commonly
reported in these studies of step-families. It's not uncommon that living together

before marriage is a typical way to gain knowledge about the new culture.

But there’s a lot of research showing that co-habitation doesn't - does very little to
help the couple anticipate the issues and resolve them in a satisfying way. So when
we have these two past histories and we’ve got to merge them it becomes

complicated.

And it's quite stressful for people or at least that’s what they report. There are other
common issues and one of them is the issue of resource distribution. And the
literature would say that, you know, when you add more members to a family there

are competing demands for all kinds of resources.

And when | think about resources | think about time, love and affection, money of
course and things like space that occurs both within the household and across
households. The reality is that fewer resources are actually available to individual

members when you bring more people into the family.

And kids really get this and often express stronger negative feelings about it because
in a single parent family that they may have been living in they got more attention. So
if it was just one child and mom the child got all of mom’s attention or most of mom’s

attention.
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And now there’s another person in that so the child by nature is just divided equally
only gets 50% of the attention so they really the reality is they get less of what they're
used to. And kids often talk about this as being unfair. However the research shows

that both children and step-children do receive equal amounts of attention.

Although the level of attention overall has diminished so that if you have kids and
step-kids in the family everybody’s getting 10% but this down from the 50% they got
before they formed a step-family. And the important thing about issues of resource
distribution is there’s often very little discussion about how we’re going to do this

before you actually become a step-family.

So couples don't figure things out in advance or plan for these to be issues in
advance. They're not anticipating so they’re not problem solving. Loyalty conflicts is
also experienced both by children and by parents and their partners or step-father as

in this case.

Recent research on the communications of step-families shows that kids often report
feeling caught in between and that that's a common experience for them. They feel
the term we use is they feel triangulated so that mom and step-father are arguing
about something and draw the child in or the child feels drawn in whether the parent

and step-parent are really doing that.

The kid feels caught. And what we know is that children are more likely to side with
their biological parent than their step-parent during arguments when there are
arguments between adults. And the evidence also shows that children feel

triangulated between their resident and non-resident parents.

So it’s not just between the parent and step-parent but it's often between the two
households. And parents report feeling caught between, you know, responding to

their kids in meaningful ways and making choices to respond to their new partner.
And again those are all about loyalty conflicts and this is highly stress producing for

new step-families. Competing development needs is just what it sounds like. It means

that the needs of a new like couple the parent and the step-parent for more alone
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intimate time as an example comes into conflict with the needs of parenting children

of any age.

And so those are two competing stages that have unique tasks and they vie for the
attention and the energy amongst the various players in the family. When there are
big age or stage differences between the two families that are being joined even

more stress results.

For example a relatively new mom marries an experienced older man whose children
are out of the house so you've got three competing stages. You've got the family
where they're launching kids. You've got the family of very young children. And

you've got then the newly married couple.

And that really complicates the adjustment process because expectations are not
clearly articulated overwhelmingly that's what the research would show. The other

thing that is common in step-families is this idea of interested third parties.

New step-families operate under the watchful eyes of intimate interested third parties
like non resident children and step-children, former spouses, grandparents and step-
grandparents. Research shows that these third parties have vested interests in the

gualities and perhaps the stability of the marriage.

Nothing that is done or said remains private so children are one of the big information
carriers between households but in a multi partnered fertility situation the literature
suggests that it's not just children but it can be the third generation the grandparents

who also are highly interested third parties.

Next slide please. Now let me tell you a little bit about what we know specifically
about step-fathering from the literature and you guys are probably familiar with some

of this that overwhelmingly the role is pretty ambiguous to men.

And they have difficulty with that ambiguity. Step-fathers find if challenging to
determine what's best and how to do things. They're granted more latitude because
the expectations are less clear which can also be problematic due to unspoken

expectations and a lot of expectations are unspoken.
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And so they try something out and then they get - they find out they’ve broken a rule
or they get punished or that's their perception they get punished in some way. Initial
attempts to take on active parenting can be met with resistance from children and

partners.

Partners often want the man to take over the control of things and when he tries to do
that she effectively undermines him by saying oh you're being too harsh on my
children. It's often compounded by the lack of discussion about how and when to

discipline who's children.

And thus is the reason why child rearing becomes a primary issue for step-families
and often a presenting problem in or presenting issues for therapists. A typical
response by the biological parent is to take the side of his or her child and this
effectively again undermines any attempts by the step-parent or the step-father to

exert control.

Even when the - they're trying to exert what we would call positive control and I'm
going to talk about that a little bit later. Common step-parenting behaviors that we
know something about is they do less monitoring you see here there’s fewer

expressions of warmth, fewer positive expressions.

But unlike biological fathers there’s - they're not necessarily more expressive in terms
of negative things so they’re more neutral in that sense than a biological father. And
there’s just a lot less frequent communication overall. They’re better at controlling
which | think is important their own negative feelings compared to first or biological

fathers.

The reaction of step-kids to all of this is not good. That most step-children when
father a step-father attempts to limit or control or monitor their behavior is negative.
They don't like it. This is even true when he exerts authoritative control step

strategies.

So he is trying to take on this authoritative parenting of being warm coupled with

control and that even doing the right kinds of things a lot of people advocate and that
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we know is associated with good child outcomes he gets negative reactions from the
kids.

So what happens is that step-fathers typically adopt this disengaged parenting style.
Their less involved but that in fact is better for children early on over time than he
engages more as the relationship between the step-father and the step-child

improves.

But as he disengages you see more tension between the mother/child relationship
which is | think very interesting. Makes a difference who we're talking about here so if
it's a step-father he does things to do better. Step-parents do better with step-sons

than with step-daughters.

And there is some literature that shows that when a step-father tries to control a step-
child that the step-daughter is slow to erupt but once she does she doesn’t back
down as quickly as the step-son does. So it gets escalated negative interaction more

so than step-sons.

We also know that the quality of the mother/child relationship affects step-fathering
so if their relationship is good the step-father/step-child relationship is better. If the
step-father and step or the mother and child’s relationship is characterized by conflict

and negativity then the step-father/step-child’s relationship suffers.

Other findings show that for step-children and step-father families it's that conflict that
affects more negativity in parenting and that's what negatively affects kids. So when
there’s conflict between the mom and the step-father that affects again the way in

which she and he are both going to parent.

And that's what we know most negatively affects children. In a first family it's really
about if there’s conflict between mothers and fathers it only affects children
negatively depending upon how children think about that so their appraisals of the

situation.

But for a mother/step-fathers it works a little bit differently. Okay next slide. I've talked

about these in what I've already said but just let me point out a couple of things here
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that again the perceptions of the step-children and own children affects step-
fathering.

That what parents typically do is they support their own children and the children side
with their own parent so that makes step-fathering more complicated. | mention that
there isn't as much communication but what seems to be important is this idea of
every day talk with the step-child.

So you don’t have to have deep meaningful conversations but what really makes a
difference is if the step-father is talking with the step-child about did you do your
homework? How are things going at school? Do you want to play softball today?
Those kinds of every day talk.

The quality of the mother/child relationship | just mentioned affects what goes on in
the step-father/step-child relationship so the higher - the better her relationship is with

her children the better his relationship usually is with them.

If there’s problems in the step-mother/step-father relationship that negatively affects
the step - the kids in the step-family. | mentioned the sex of the step-child makes a
difference and the one | really want to zero in here is the co-parental relationship with
the non resident father.

We do know that when the conflict is high between the two biological parents the
step-father/step-child relationship suffers and when that conflict is also coupled with
frequent father/child contact so the dad is seeing this kid a lot. The step-father/step-

child relationship suffers even more.

So that really says something about what we need to be doing | think about helping
that co-parental relationship. We also know that step-fathers have talked a little bit
about how they becomes allies with the biological fathers and they seem to do it
more readily when the step-father feels secure about his current relationship with the
mother.

If he sees the father as worthy and if he’s also a parent himself so he’s more than just
a step-dad. Next slide. It'll be my last few comments here. One of the things that
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we’re very concerned about is that those of us who work with step-families and
particularly in situations with multi partner fertility often come to it with a deficit family

comparison.

That is we're always comparing them to first marriage families as our comparison or
to two parent families that are stable and have a lot of bias, personal bias about that.
So it says if you're not in a two parent first marriage family everything else is not as
good.

So we have to as professionals really explore and get in touch with our own personal
biases. | think the greatest thing we can do in practice and it takes a lot of knowing
the literature so you’re making the right kinds of statements is to normalize the

experience for people.

That's part of what we do in a lot of psycho educational approaches is really about if
you know the literature well you can assist families to set realistic expectations and
not be surprised when things they expect don’t work. If you know that authoritative
parenting is not as effective in step-families then you need to advocate for looking at
a variety of strategies rather than just continuing to articulate that as the goal

standard as an example.

| also think that coaching them for time and patience is a real key because the data
seems to show that it takes three to five years for initial adjustment some step-
families really never adjust even 16 years later so it's an ongoing process. But | often

use that analogy again of moving to a foreign country.

People seem to get that pretty nicely. Communication and problem solving is a real
key if those are skills that we know work in first marriage but they - you've got to have
them in remarriages or step-families because communication is more complicated

and problem solving skill is an absolute must to anticipate what might happen.

So teaching skills around those two things are essential in step-family education,
essential in marital education but absolutely imperative when we talk about the step-
families. Other strategies that work are we coach step-families, step-fathers to
befriend kids first not to try to parent them.
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That means to put themselves in situations where they don't have to limit but they
can do more fun things like (Johnny) needs to go to school at such and such let me
make sure | get him on the bus. I'll take care of that honey. Or doing other kinds of
things that provide you a chance to do fun things or things that don’t have the

opportunity for limit setting.

So that means staying out or chores. Now if you have to get into limit setting the
research shows the best way to do it is to set it through the biological connection so
you say your mother ways your room cleaned up. And I'm here to make sure her

wishes are followed.

So again it’s trying to set limits through the connection early on that is the longest unit
with the longest history. It's the mother/child relationship that’s limits about your step-

child by using effectively using this existing connection.

And the other thing we talk about is effective undermining and this has to be really
planned out very carefully in advance. You have to talk about it but it's when mother’s
setting a limit and mother and step-dad have talked about this in advance so it

doesn’t come as a surprise to her.

And he said oh you know | think you're being a little harsh on this. Can we just give
him or her this much leeway so it effectively undermines the mother but it also sets
the child up to look to the step-parent as being their supporter. Thank you for

listening to my portion of the presentation.

Nigel Vann: Thank you very much Kay. You did a great job of setting the table here and | know
that I'm - Billy and Guy are really going to be able to build on what you laid out there.

| particularly liked your reference to moving to a new country.
| realized as you were speaking it's almost 30 years to the day since | came to this

country from England and did not anticipate how difficult it was going to be to adjust

because | thought | was coming to a country that spoke the same language.
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And | was going to fit right in but it took me a while. But that was great advice for
folks. | also liked what you said about just the natural progression of things that kids
are necessarily going to react negatively that is going to lead to step-dads to

disengage a little bit which is actually good for the kids at that time.

And, you know, it's got to take time. But while that's happening it's going to lead to
more tension between the mother and the child so | just think, you know, as
practitioners that we're aware of that being able to help step-dads and mom’s be
aware of that.

We can do everybody a great service. So let me move on to introduce Mr. Billy Petty
who is a contract teacher with the People of Principle Program in Midland, Texas.
They're one of your - they're one of the priority area five grantees working with

fathers who are incarcerated and getting ready for reentry.

And I'm sure all of you at the LAF Conference in August are going to remember Billy.
He was on one of the panels with his wife talking about how the program would help
them. But let me just introduce him briefly. He is the husband of LaMarque and he’s a
step-father to Chris and Alex.

Chris has been living in the home with LaMarque and Billy. Alex has been living with
his biological father. Billy is an ex-offender from the state of Texas. He's been out of
prison for five and a half years. He now works as a contract teacher as | said with
People of Principle and is Vice President of Corporate Sales for an oil field service

company.

And doing very well by all accounts he may share with you in the course of his
presentation he just went to the opening game of the Dallas Cowboys in their new
stadium. His boss bought season tickets on the 50 yard line. I think Billy said seven
rows back.

He's had season tickets for 30 years there the boss does. So anyway Billy met
LaMarque in a 12 step recovery program when Chris was 15 and Alex was 9. A week
after their wedding they attended a healthy marriage conference together. They both

continue to be heavily involved with their recovery programs.
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| just wanted to read this one quote from Billy and then I'll pass it over to him. Billy
said and you may remember him saying this kind of thing at the conference. Our
biggest challenge was the relationship between Chris the step-son who was 15 at the

time and me.

He absolutely hated my guts. In his mind | was just another jerk with his mother.
Through being involved with the father programs and the healthy marriage seminars |
have learned many tools in working with step-children. Chris was a very troubled

young man.

And | needed to be patient with him and learn to communicate with him. Through
being patient and consistent our relationship today is wonderful. He actually has
been working for me for the last one and a half years. He's become a very
responsible young man. So with that let me pass it to Billy to share some personal
experience but also some experience working with other fathers in the program. Mr.
Billy Petty.

Billy Petty: Thank you Nigel. My name is Billy Petty as he introduced me there. And if you ever
need to get in contact with me my emails at the bottom there. And basically what |
would like to talk about is a little about the relationship between my wife LaMarque

and my step-children.

I have no children of my own and as Kay is talking about and Nigel you also about
moving into a foreign country | was completely lost and had no clue what | was doing.
| had - was introduced to the fatherhood program before we started doing the healthy

marriage seminars.

And it was suggested that | go to that because | had gotten into this relationship with
LaMarque and she had her two sons. And in what started that and | wanted to tell a

little story about how my relationship with Chris started. It did not start well at all.
It was about 2:00 one morning and | had seen Chris several times but it was about

2:00 in the morning and his mother had called me. And this was before we were

married and she told me that Chris had stolen her car in the middle of the night.

1 (877)4DAD411 Page 18 of 48 www.fatherhood.gov



NRFC Technical Assistance Webinar
Helping Fathers Address Stepfamily and Multiple Partner Fertility Issues
I —————

And asked me if | would come over and help her out with that and | went over there
that ni